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P R O C E E D I N G S  

KAKTOVIK.  ALASKA 
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DECEMBER 11, 1 9 8 6  

MR. BROCK: Good e v e n i n g ,  l a d i e s  

a n d   g e n t l e m e n ,   a n d  welcome t o  t h e   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   o n   t h e   P r o p o s e d  oil a n d  Gas Lease S a l e  9 7  i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t   S e a .  We w i l l  r e o p e n   t h e  

' h e a r i n g   a n d  I w o n ’ t   g o   t h r o u g h  my l o n g   d i s s e r t a t i o n   t h a t  I w e n t  

t h r o u g h   y e s t e r d a y .  I w i l l  j u s t   k i n d  of s k i m   o v e r   a n d   h i t   t h e   h i g h  

ll I t h i n k   t h a t   t h e   i m p o r t a n t   t h i n g  is t h a t   t h i s   h e a r i n g  is 

11 h e l d  t o  r e c e i v e   c o m m e n t s   o n   t h e  D r a f t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact 

'* /I S t a t e m e n t  f o r  Sale  9 7  a n d   o n   a n y   s u g g e s t i o n s   o n   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  per  

I f o r g o t  -. t h e   w h o l e   p u r p o s e   t h a t  we're s t a r t i n g   o v e r   t o d a y  
15 

16 
a n d   t h a t ' s   t h a t   o u r   t r a n s l a t o r ,   E m i l y   W i l s o n ,  is h e r e .  I g u e s s  a s  

f a r  a s  t h e   t r a n s l a t i o n ,  I ' l l  j u s t   s a y  a c o u p l e  of s e n t e n c e s   a n d  

l 7  / /  t h e n   y o u ' l l   w a n t  t o  -- 
l8 I/ 
19 

2 0  

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MS. WILSON: Is t h a t  how y o u  d i d  
-. . - .~ 

i t  b e f o r e ?  
_ _ .  . __ 

MR. BROCK: Go a h e a d .  

( T R A N S L A T I O N  BY MS. W I L S O N )  

MS. BROCK: I f   a n y   o f   y o u   h a v e   a n y  

q u e s t i o n s   a n d   w o u l d  l i k e  a q u e s t i o n   a n d   a n s w e r   p e r i o d   a f t e r   t h e  

p u b l i c   h e a r i n g ,  w e  w i l l  be  g l a d  t o  c lose  t h e   o f f i c i a l   r e c o r d  a n d  

answer a n y   q u e s t i o n s   t h a t   y o u   m i g h t   h a v e .  B u t  t h e  p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  
i 

Accu-Gype Depositions, %c. 
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1 " 

is y o u r   c h a n c e  t o  e x p l a i n   w h a t   y o u   t h i n k   o f  ou r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t  so  t h e r e  w o n ' t  be a n y   e x c h a n g e   d u r i n g   t h a t   p e r i o d  

o f  time. I f   y o u   w a n t  t o  a sk  q u e s t i o n s   a f t e r   t h e   h e a r i n g ,  I w i l l  b e  

g l a d  t o  c lose  t h e  record a n d  t o  a n s w e r   a n y   q u e s t i o n s   y o u   n i g h t  
I 
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l a v e .  

(TRANSLATICN BY MS. WILSON 

N o w ,  j u s t  t o  s h o w   y o u   o n   t h e  map w h a t  

here’s W a i n w r i g h t ,   h e r e ' s  Barrow, N u i q s u t ,   a n d  
-. 

1 

we're t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  

K a k t o v i k   a n d   t h e  

C a n a d i a n   l i n e .   W h a t  w e  c a l l  t h e  Beaufort  Sea p l a n n i n g   u n i t  is t h i s  

e n t i r e  a r e a  w h i c h  is some 4 9  m i l l i o n  acres .  T h e  area c o v e r e d  by 

. h e  Draft E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact S t a t e m e n t  is s h o r e w a r d   o f   t h i s  l i n e  

r i g h t   h e r e .   T h i s  a r e a  s e a w a r d  is  n o t   e v e n   b e i n g   c o n s i d e r e d   f o r  

e a se  a t  t h i s  time. I t ' s  j u s t   t h e  a r ea  s h o r e w a r d .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

A n o t h e r  p a r t  t h a t ' s   n o t   b e i n g   c o n s i d e r e d  for l ease  is t h i s  

three miles f r o m   s h o r e ,   o u t   t h r e e  miles. T h a t  is  owned  by t h e  

State a n d  we d o   n o t   h a v e   a n y t h i n g  t o  d o   w i t h   t h a t .  So, f r o m   t h e  

s h o r e l i n e ,  ou t  t h r e e  miles, is n o t   b e i n g   c o n s i d e r e d .  I t ' s  j u s t  

ran t h r e e  miles o u t  t o  t h i s   l i n e   h e r e ,   w h i c h ,  each  one of t h e s e  

locks  is t h r e e  miles s q u a r e .  So, f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t h i s   p o i n t  o u t  h e r e  

is r o u g h l y   n i n e t y  miles o f f s h o r e ,  j u s t  t o  g i v e   y o u  an  i d e a   o f   w h a t  

h a t  is. 

- ~ - 

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

Some of t h e   d i f f e r e n t   p o i n t s   t h a t  a r e  b r o u g h t   u p   a n d  

t a l k e d   a b o u t  i n  t h e  EIS a r e  t h e  a r e a  c o l o r e d  i n  o r a n g e ,   w h i c h  i s  
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t h a t   t h i s  was t h e  a r ea  t h a t  t h e y   w a n t e d   d e f e r r e d .  So, o n e   o f  t h e  

t h i n g s   t h a t  w e  a n a l y z e d  o r  worked  o n   i n   t h e  E I S  was t h e   K a k t o v i k  

D e f e r r a l ,   t h e  Barrow Defe r ra l  a n d   w h a t  is  c a l l e d   t h e   C h u k c h i  Sea  

; D e f e r r a l .   T h e   S e c r e t a r y  w i l l  look a t  t h e s e  a s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I'm 

/ / n o t   s a y i n g   t h a t  we're g o i n g  t o  d e f e r  t h e m ,  b u t   t h e s e  a r e  l o o k e d  a t  as p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o r  t h e y  a r e  c o v e r e d   i n   t h e  D r a f t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

/(Impact S t a t e m e n t   t h a t   w a y .  T h e r e ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

ll (TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

lo  II For  e x a m p l e ,   i n   t h e  l a s t  s a l e  t h e   K a k t o v i k  Deferral  Area 

l 1  was n o t   d e f e r r e d ,   t h e  Barrow D e f e r r a l  Area was, j u s t  t o  g i v e   y o u   a n  

I- 
l2 e x a m p l e .  And e i t h e r   o n e  o r  n e i t h e r   o n e ,  is p o s s i b l e  t o  be  

l 3  11 d e f e r r e d .   T h a t  is t h e  p u r p o s e   o f   t h a t .  
14 

15 
(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) _-_-  . 

T h e   o n l y   o t h e r   p o i n t  t h a t  I w a n t  t o  r e p e a t  from l a s t  n i g h t  

l6 (1 i s  t h a t   t h e   c o m m e n t   p e r i o d   f o r  t h i s  E I S  c loses  o n   J a n u a r y  6 ,  

l 7  11 1 9 8 7 .   U n t i l   t h a t  time, MMS w i l l  a l s o  accept  w r i t t e n   c o m m e n t s   a n d  
18 

s t a t e m e n t s   f r o m   a n y o n e  who w o u l d  p r e f e r  t o  m a k e   w r i t t e n   r a t h e r   t h a n  
19 

o r a l  c o m m e n t s ,   f r o m   a n y o n e   w i s h i n g  t o  s u p p l e m e n t   t h e i r  o r a l  

2o 11 c o m m e n t s ,  o r  f r o m   a n y b o d y  who is u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d   t h e   h e a r i n g .  

*' )I T h e s e   w r i t t e n   c o m m e n t s  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e   R e g i o n a l  

** I/ Direc tor ,  M i n e r a l s   M a n a g e m e n t   S e r v i c e ,   9 4 9  Eas t  3 6 t h   A v e n u e ,  

23 / /  Room 1 1 0 ,   A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a ,  9 9 5 0 8 ,  A t t e n t i o n :  D i c k  Roberts.  

24 I/ The  comment  c loses  J a n u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 7 .  A l l  w r i t t e n  comments 

r e c e i v e d   p r i o r  t o  t h a t  d a t e ,   J a n u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  w i l l  b e   i n c l u d e d  a s  a i 
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p a r t  of t h e   h e a r i n g   r e c o r d .  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

MR. BROCK: N o w ,  w e  ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g o  

o f f   t h e   r e c o r d   h e r e  f o r  a f e w  m i n u t e s  t o  see i f   y o u   h a v e   a n y  

q u e s t i o n s   t h a t   y o u   w a n t  t o  a sk  u s  b e f o r e  I t u r n  a r o u n d   a n d   a s k   y o u  
I/ I/ 

6 ' ! i f   y o u  w a n t  t o  g i v e   a n y   t e s t i m o n y .  

7 (OFF T H E  RECORD) 
a (ON THE RECORD)  

9 . .  

M R .  BROCK: I'd l i k e  t o  s t a r t  by 

l o  a s k i n g  J i m  t o  p r e s e n t   w h a t   h e   p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Barrow h e a r i n g   o n  

t h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h ' s   p o s i t i o n .  I t h i n k   t h a t   w o u l d   h e l p   y o u  t o  

l 2  a t  l e a s t  k n o w   w h e r e   t h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h  is  s t a n d i n g .  

l3 // _. .. - 
MR. SAVOK: T h e   N o r t h   S l o p e  

l4 

t h e   8 t h ,   r e g a r d i n g   t h i s  sale 9 7  a n d   t h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h   h a d  l5 
B o r o u g h   h e l d  a p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   w i t h  MMS l a s t  Monday n i g h t ,   D e c e m b e r  

made a p r e p a r e d   s t a t e m e n t   g i v i n g  some of t h e  concerns  w i t h i n   t h e  
17 I 

w h o l e  l ease  s a l e  a rea .  I'd l i k e  t o  r e a d   t h e   w r i t t e n   c o m m e n t s .  
18 

19 

20 

i i  21 

22 

6 
II 
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23 

24 

25 

T h i s  is n o t  a l l  of t h e   c o m m e n t s   t h a t  we're g o i n g  t o  p r o p o s e .  We’ll 
- . 

h a v e  more c o m m e n t s - i n  d e t a i l   s u b m i t t e d  t o  J a n u a r y   6 t h - u n d e r  
- I 

t h e   m a y o r ' s   s i g n a t u r e .  
_ _  I 

I ' l l  r e a d   t h e s e  comments a n d  I ' l l  g i v e  t h e m  t o  E m i l y  a f t e r  

a n d  s h e  c a n   t r a n s l a t e  i t  a n d  i t  w i l l  g i v e   y o u  a b e t t e r   i d e a  of wha t  

t h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h ' s  p o s i t i o n  is .  

T h e   N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h   w o u l d   s u p p o r t   t h e   p r o p o s e d  

B e a u f o r t   S e a   L e a s e   S a l e   N u m b e r  9 7  upon t h e  f o l l o w i n g   c o n d i t i o n s :  

Accu-Gype Depositions,  9nc. 
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1 )  T h a t   t h e   2 0 1  b l o c k s  d e s c r i b e d   i n   t h e   D r a f t  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t  a s  A l t e r n a t i v e  I V ,  

Barrow D e f e r r a l ,  be  d e l e t e d   f r o m   t h e  s a l e  a n d  

d e f e r r e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e   y e a r s .  

2 )   T h a t   t h e   1 6 1  b locks  a s  d e s c r i b e d   i n   t h e   D r a f t  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact S t a t e m e n t   A l t e r n a t i v e  V ,  

K a k t o v i k   D e f e r r a l ,  be d e l e t e d  f r o m   t h e  s a l e  a n d  be 

d e f e r r e d   u n t i l   c u r r e n t l y   o n g o i n g   r e s e a r c h  is 

c o n c l u d e d   a n d  t h a t  a rea  is f o u n d   n o t  t o  -be  a c r i t i c a l  

. 

f e e d i n g   h a b i t a t   f o r   t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e .  

3 )  T h a t   S t i p u l a t i o n  # 4 ,  S e a s o n a l - d r i l l i n g   r e s t r i c t i o n  

f o r   p r o t e c t i o n   o f ,  bowhead w h a l e s   f r o m   p o t e n t i a l  

a f f e c t s   o f  o i l  s p i l l s ,  a s  s e t  f o r t h   i n   t h e   D r a f t  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact S t a t e m e n t  a t  1 1 - 1 6 ,  be 

i n c o r p o r a t e d   i n t o   e a c h  lease.  And, 

- .. _ _ _  - . 

4 )  T h a t  a f u r t h e r   s t i p u l a t i o n   b e   i n c l u d e d   i n   e a c h  l ea se  

w h i c h  r e s t r i c t s  a n y   d r i l l i n g   p r i o r  t o  t h e  

c o m m e n c e m e n t   o f   b o w h e a d   w h a l e   m i g r a t i o n  t o  d r i l l i n g  

o n l y   a b o v e   t h r e s h o l d   d e p t h .  
- __ . . . - - . . - . - . - 

T h e   N o r t h  S lope  B o r o u g h   j o i n s   t h e  Alaska E s k i m o  W h a l i n g  

o m m i s s i o n   i n  i t s  s u p p o r t   o f   d e f e r r a l   o f   b o t h   t h e  Barrow a r e a  

A l t e r n a t i v e  I V )  a n 3   t h e   K a k t o v i k  a r e a  ( A l t e r n a t i v e  V )  f r o m   t h e  

ea se  S a l e  N u m b e r  9 7 .  T h e  B o r o u g h ' s   p o s i t i o n   c o u l d  be v i e w e d  a s  

a d v o c a t i n g   y e t   a n  a d d i t i o n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,   A l t e r n a t i v e  V I I ,  Barrow 

and K a k t o v i k   D e f e r r a l .  

Accu-Zype Depositions, 9nc. 
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The Barrow D e f e r r a l  Area e n c o m p a s s e s  t h e  near  s h o r e   o p e n  

w h i c h  is u t i l i z e d  by t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e s   d u r i n g   t h e i r   s p r i n g  
3 m i g r a t i o n .   T h i s   o p e n  l e a d  is i n v a r i a b l y  a narrow s p a c e   b e t w e e n   t h e  

shore f a s t  i c e  a n d   t h e   m a i n  pack ice .  T h e   m a i n   p a c k  ice  is a l w a y s  

i n   m o t i o n  d u e  t o  w i n d   g e n e r a t i o n   m o v e m e n t s   a n d  c u r r e n t s  of t h e  

C h u k c h i   S e a .   T h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e  is  t h e   p r i m a r y  user  o f  t h i s  n a r r o w  

I 

6 

9 

2 

3 

t h e  

m 

a 

W 

a 

n 

a 

t 

' I  
I 

, 
S 

W 

a 

t '  

a 

e a s t e r n   B e a u f o r t   S e a .  

Any i n d u s t r i a l   a c t i v i t y   w i t h i n   t h e  Barrow D e f e r r a l  Area 

d u r i n g   t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e   s p r i n g   m i g r a t i o n  w i l l  most c e r t a i n l y  

d r a s t i c a l l y   a f f e c t   t h e   t i m i n g   a n d  space u t i l i z a t i o n   o f   t h i s   n o r m a l  

m i g r a t o r y   p a t h  by t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e .   T h i s   w o u l d   v e r y   p r o b a b l y  

a d v e r s e l y   a f f e c t   t h e   o v e r a l l  popu la t ion  o f   t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e s   a n d  

would c e r t a i n l y   r e s u l t   i n  a r e d u c t i o n   o f   t h e   a v a i l a b i l i t y   o f   t h o s e  

animals t o  allow f o r  a s u b s i s t a n c e   h a r v e s t   a d e q u a t e  t o  meet t h e  

needs o f   t h e   c o m m u n i t y .   M o r e o v e r ,   a n  o i l  s p i l l   o c c u r r e n c e   i n  t h i s  

rea d u r i n g   t h e   s p r i n g   m i g r a t i o n  o r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  commencement   o f  

h e  s p r i n g   m i g r a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  a c a t a s t r o p h i c   e f f e c t   o n  t h e  

s u r v i v a b i l i t y   o f   t h e   b o w h e a d   w h a l e s .  

. 

T h e   K a k t o v i k   D e f e r r a l  Area is and a r e a  u s e d  by t h e   b o w h e a d  

h a l e s   d u r i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  f a l l  m i g r a t i o n .  T h e  N o r t h   S l o p e   B o r o u g h  

and t h e   I n u p i a t  s u s b s i s t e n c e  w h a l e r s  h a v e   a l w a y s  k n o w n  t hese  waters  

o c o n t a i n   n u t r i t i o n a l l y  r i c h  b i o t i c  h a b i t a t  of t h e  bowhead 

h a l e .  For t h i s  reason ,  i t  is f e l t   t h a t  t h e  more i n t e n s e  s t u d i e s  

re r e q u i r e d  t o  i d e n t i f y   a n d  d o c u m e n t  t h e  f e e d i n g   h a b i t s  of t h e  
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ch  would be c r u c i a l  

fo r   p ro t ec t ion   aga ins t   con tamina t ion  by i n d u s t r i a l   a c t i v i t y .  

S t u d i e s   t o  document the  impacts of i n d u s t r i a l  no ise  upon t h e  

bowhead whale   a re   scarce  and  more da t a  i s  needed t o   f a c i l i t a t e  

reasoned  decis ions  regarding  the bowhead whale a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  T h u s ,  the  Borough  recommends that   the   Kaktovik  area be 

d e f e r r e d   f o r  a. p e r i o d   t o   a l l o w   f o r  t h e  comple t ion   of   s tud ies   to  

develop a sound  data  base. 

. -  _ _  ~. - 

The Inupiat  communities and the  subsis tence  whalers   have 

a lways   r ecogn ized   t he   acous t i c   s ens i t i v i ty  of the  bowhead whale. 

Defer ra l  Area f o r  a per iod  not   less   than  f ive  years  and p r e f e r a b l y  

for   whatever   per iod is required  to   complete   needed  research and 

d e f e r r i n g   l e a s i n g   a c t i v i t y  i n  the  Kaktovik  Deferral  Area f o r  a 

pe r iod   su f f i c i en t   t o   comple t e   cu r ren t - r e sea rch .  
- . 

The North  Slope Borough has no ob jec t ion   t o   t he   Chukch i  

Sea l e a s e   a r e a .  However, the Borough  recommends t h a t   s t u d i e s  be 

made i n  t h i s  a r ea   r ega rd ing   t he   b io log ica l   con ten t  and the  

resources  dependent upon the   b io t a .  The Borough is concerned t h a t  

t h i s  a r ea   l acks  a data  base which is needed t o  make reasoned 

dec i s ions ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  regards   to   the   subs is tence   resources  
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i c e  movements within t h e  proposed  lease  area w i l l  pose new problems 

f o r   i n d u s t r i a l   e x p l o r a t i o n  and  development.  Therefore, i t  i s  

recommended t h a t  s t u d i e s  of sea  ice  dynamics be conduc ted   p r io r   t o  

any a c t i v i t y   t a k i n g   p l a c e .  

The North  Slope Borough w i l l  submit more d e t a i l e d  comments 
- _ _  

i n  w r i t i n g  o n  o r  before   January 6 ,  1987.  
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MR. BROCK: Thank you. 
.-  . .  now l i k e   t o  g i v e  t he i r   t e s t imony?  

MAYOR AHLERS:  Could w e  

back  on  and l e t  i t  warm  up before  we go  on? 

Would 

maybe t u r n  

MR. BROCK: S u r e .  Off the   record  

' o r  a few m i n u t e s .  

MR.  BROCK: L e t ' s  go  back on the  

record and who would l i k e  t o  be f i r s t?  Loren, would you l i k e   t o  

t a r t   o u t ?  
- -  MAYOR AHLERS:  I m i g h t  - a s  well .  I 

- .  

.d  not  prepare a s t a t emen t ,  a wr i t t en   s t a t emen t ,  I ' m  j u s t  going to 

Iff i t .  There ' s   too  many t h i n g s  going on r i g h t  now, so  I ' l l  t r y  

g e t  one w r i t t e n  up and s e n t   t o  you before t h e  6 t h  of  January. 

F i r s t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o   s a y   t h a t  w e  support  t h e  North  Slope 

rough's and t h e  Whaling  Commission's  position on the  Kaktovik 

f e r r a l  I would l i k e  t o   s t r e s s  a l i t t l e   f u r t h e r   t h e  need f o r   t h e  
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K a k t o v i k   w i t h d r a w a l .  We h a v e   c u r r e n t   s t u d i e s   g o i n g   o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

what t h e   e f f e c t  of d r i l l i n g  is o n   t h e   w h a l e s   a n d   t h e   m i g r a t i o n   i n  

c h i s  a rea  a n d   t h e   e x t e n t   t h a t  t h e  f e e d i n g  a r ea  a r o u n d   K a k t o v i k   a n d  

east of K a k t o v i k   h a s   u p o n   t h e   w h a l e .   U n t i l   t h e s e   s t u d i e s  a r e  

c o m p l e t e d ,   f u r t h e r   l e a s i n g  of t h i s  a r e a  s h o u l d   c e r t a i n l y   b e  

d e f e r r e d  o r  p u t   o f f   u n t i l  i t ' s  r e a l l y   d e t e r m i n e d   w h a t   t y p e   o f  

e f f e c t   t h e   d r i l l i n g   h a s  o n  i t .  

We h a v e  a t  t h i s  t ime, a c t u a l l y ,  a g o o d  -- I h a t e  t o  say 

__ 
i t ,  b u t  a g o o d  a r e a  t o  s t u d y  b e c a u s e   t h e r e  is  p r i o r  l e a s i n g   a n d  

t h e r e  is d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t y   t a k i n g   p l a c e   i n   o n l y   o n e  a r e a .  T h a t  

creates a v e r y   e x c e l l e n t   o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n  and 

d e t e r m i n e   w h e t h e r  o r  n o t   f u r t h e r   l e a s i n g  is  a d v i s a b l e   a n d  w e  s h o u l d  
- .- _. 

else t h a t .   T h a t ' s  item o n e .  
. --. - _  

s p r i n g   m i g r a t i o n   o f   w h a l e s  and I t h i n k   y o u   s h o u l d  be c o n c e r n e d  

about a s p r i n g   m i g r a t i o n  of w h a l e s .   T h e   w h a l e s   d o   n o t  g e t  o v e r   i n  

Canada  by f l y i n g .   T h e y  d o  m i g r a t e   a n d   t h e y   d o   m i g r a t e   i n   t h i s  

water o u t  h e r e .  J u s t  e x a c t l y   w h e r e  o r  a t  w h a t  t imes,  -1 d o n ' t  know 

i f  a n y b o d y   k n o w s   y e t .   H a v e   t h e r e   b e e n   a n y   s t u d i e s   i n   t h a t   a r e a ?  

-- - ._ - - .  - . .- . 

MR. BROCK: We're u n d e r  t h e  

i m p r e s s i o n  -- I d i d n ' t  mean t o  s a y   t h a t   t h e   w h a l e s   d i d n ' t   g e t  

there. L e t  me j u s t  p o i n t  o u t  o n e   t h i n g   h e r e .  I ' m  n o t   s a y i n g  i t ' s  

r i g h t ,   b u t  we're u n d e r  t h e  impression,  a n d  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  

exact w o r d i n g ,  b u t  the EIS is under  t h e   i m p r e s s i o n   t h a t  t h e  whales 
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come a r o u n d   a n d   b a s i c a l l y   g o  e a s t  h e r e .   T h e y  d o  n o t  come t h i s  

d i r e c t i o n .   T h a t  was t h e   r e a s o n   f o r   t h e  -- c lose  t o  t h e  

s h o r e l i n e .   T h e y  come e a s t  u p   h e r e ,   c i r c u l a t e   a n d  come back .  T h a t  

was t h e   r e a s o n   f o r  my comment .  I t  p r o b a b l y   c o u l d   h a v e   s a i d  be t t e r ,  

b u t  t h a t  was t h e  -- 

MAYOR AHLERS: Has t h a t   b e e n  

s t u d i e d  a t  a l l ?  

MR. BROCK: Yes. Our  s t u d i e s  h a v e  

shown t h a t  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  premise of o u r  E I S .   B u t  i f  y o u   h a v e  some 

d i f f e r e n t   i n f o r m a t i o n ,   t h a t ' s   t h e   r e a s o n  t h a t  -- 
MAYOR AHLERS: I h a v e n ' t   b e e n   o u t  

t h e r e  t o  see t h e m  so  I.. . I c o u l d -  swear t h e   o t h e r   w a y ,  b u t  I- j u s t  

w a n t e d  t o  know t h a t .  

. A n o t h e r   t h i n g  to t a k e   i n t o   c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e   K a k t o v i k .  

D e f e r r a l  is t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t   o f  ANWR a n d   t h e   e f f e c t s   t h a t  

i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a v e   u p o n   t h i s   c o m m u n i t y   a n d  o n  t h e   s t y l e  of l i f e  

t h a t  we l i v e .  I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be d r a m a t i c .   E v e r y b o d y   u n d e r s t a n d s  

t h a t   a n d  we're t r y i n g  t o  f i n d   w a y s  to c o p e  w i t h  t h a t   p o s s i b i l i t y .  

T h i s   l e a s i n g   p r o g r a m   o f f s h o r e   i n   t h e   K a k t o v i k  a r e a  w o u l d  

e n h a n c e   t h a t   n e g a t i v e   e f f e c t   t o w a r d s  our l i f e s t y l e  a n d  is a n o t h e r  

e x c e l l e n t  r e a s o n  t o  p u t  i t  o f f   u n t i l  we see w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  

i n   t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

.~~ 

A n o t h e r  smal l  c o m p l a i n t ,  a m i n o r   c o m p l a i n t ,  b u t  n o t   r e a l l y  

m i n o r ,   i m p o r t a n t ,  was t h a t   t h i s   c o m m u n i t y   r e c e i v e d  two o f   t h e s e  

D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t s .  We r e c e i v e d  t h e m  
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y   t h r e e  w e e k s  a g o .  For u s  t o  t a k e  w h a t ' s   i n   t h i s  book,  

g o   t h r o u g h  i t  a n d  come u p  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s   b a s e d   o n   t h i s   D r a f t  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t ,  is v e r y   h a r d  t o  do when we h a v e  t w o  

c o p i e s ,   s e v e n  c o u n c i l  members and  a t   l e a s t  a h u n d r e d   o t h e r  peop le  

who  may be a n d  s h o u l d  be i n t e r e s t e d   i n   p r o v i d i n g   c o m m e n t .  

MR. BROCK: How many  would be  a - 
. .  

good  number  t o  s e n d ?  I ' m  n o t   t r y i n g  t o  s h o r t c h a n g e   y o u ,  b u t  by  the 

same t o k e n ,   t h e y  c o s t  $ 4 0  o r .  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  apiece t o  p r i n t  s( 

#e d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  j u s t  s e n d   t h e m  o u t  f o r   d e c o r a t i o n s .  
-. 

.- .. 

MAYOR AHLERS: I f   y o u ' r e   g o i n g  t o  

allow u s  j u s t  t h r e e  w e e k s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  i t ,  y o u   s h o u l d   g i v e   o n e  t o  

every  counc i l  member. _ _  _ _  - . ~  

MR. BROCK: T e n   E I S ' s   w o u l d   b e  a 

better n u m b e r ?  . : 
~ 

. 
.. - 

MAYOR AHLERS: R i g h t ,  a n d  a t  l e a s t  

three f o r   t h e   c o m m u n i t y  t o  come by a n d   p i c k  u p  from t h e   c o m m u n i t y  

b u i l d i n g .  And y o u  may c h a n g e   t h e  way t h e s e   t h i n g s  a r e  d o n e  t o  c u t  

lot o f   t h e  scientific nonsense t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d   a n d   p r o v i d e  

some o f  t h i s  is a b a s e ,  a s   k i n d   o f  a r e f e r e n c e ,   p r o v i d i n g   t h e  

smaller one t h a t   y o u  can use t h i s  one t o  go b a c k  i n t o .  B u t  i t  

makes i t  much e a s i e r  t o  read ,  much e a s i e r   f o r  people t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

wi thou t   hav ing  t o  go t h r o u g h   t h i s   w h o l e   t h i n g   a n d  wou ld  p r o b a b l y  

u t  y o u r  c o s t  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  
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MR. BROCK: I c o u l d n ' t   a g r e e  more, 

b u t  t h e  l a w y e r s  w o n ' t  l e t  u s  d o  i t .  

MR. SCHINDLER: We may b e   a b l e  t o  

come u p   w i t h  a n  e x e c u t i v e   s u m m a r y  i n  t h e  front or  s o m e t h i n g   t h a t  

wou ld  be   a imed f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e s .   I ' v e   b e e n   t h i n k i n g  of t h i s .  

M R .  BROCK: We've w o r k e d   a r o u n d  
.. - 

t h a t   p o s s i b i l i t y .  

MAYOR AHLERS: R i g h t .  Well, -- 
MR. BROCK: Anyway, i t ' s  a good  

s u g g e s t i o n .  I a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

MAYOR AHLERS: I d o n ' t   t h i n k  I 

have  a n y  o t h e r  comments t o  m a k e .  

MR. BROCK: Thank y o u ,  L o r e n .  

. .  MAYOR AHLERS: Thank you. - 
- - - . - -  .- - - - - - . . . -.- . 

MR. BROCK: Do you want  t o  

s u m m a r i z e  t h a t ?  

(TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON) 

MR. BROCK: Ma'am, p l e a s e ?  

MS. AKOOTCHOOK: Ply name is S u s i e  
- 

A k o o t c h o o k .  

MR. BROCK: Would  you s p e l l   t h a t ,  

p l e a s e ?  

MS. AKOOTCHOOK: 

A-K-0-0-T-C-H-0-0-K. I l i k e  what  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e   B o r o u g h   h a s  

w r i t t e n  u p   a b o u t  t h e  d e f e r r a l  of t h e  K a k t o v i k   a r e a   a n d  t h e  Barrow 

Accu-Zype Depositions, qnc. 
550 West Seventh. Suite 205 

Anchorage. Alaska 99501 
1907) 2 7 6 - 0 5 4 4  



I 

I 

( 

1( 

11 

li 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I/ 
I 
I 

I 

1 

2 

3 

4 1  

-14- 

6 1  

7 

3 

3 

1 

I 

! 

I 

C 

I 
< 
t 

.. - 

c 
L 

t 

t 

t 

a 

e 

a 

D e f e r r a l .  I wou ld  l i k e  t o  see t h a t  i t  b e   e x t e n d e d  f o r  f i v e   y e a r s  

because t h e y ' r e   d o i n g  a s t u d y   r i g h t  now, l i k e  L o r e n   s a y s ,   t h e y ' r e  

s t i l l  d o i n g  a s t u d y  o n  t h e r e .  

We d o  h a v e ,  I'm g o i n g  t o  m e n t i o n   t h i s ,  be s ides  t h e  bowhead 

we h a v e   s p r i n g  s e a l  h u n t i n g   t h a t   g o e s   o n   d u r i n g   t h e  s p r i n g t i m e  a n d  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  see n o   e x p l o r a t i o n   g o i n g   o n  o u t  t h e r e   d u r i n g   s p r i n g t i m e  

b e c a u s e   t h e y   d o  go  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  s e a l  h u n t .  We d o   h a v e  a number  o f  

s e a l s  a n d   o n  t o p  of t h a t  we h a v e  a v a r i e t y  of mar ine  mammals o u t  

t h e r e .  

- 

To g e t  b a c k  t o  w h a t   L o r e n   s a i d   a b o u t   d o i n g  a s t u d y   i n  May 

and A p r i l  w h e n   t h e   w h a l e s  s t a r t  m i g r a t i n g ,   y o u   m e n t i o n e d   t h a t   y o u  

g u y s   h a v e   t h e   i m p r e s s i o n   t h a t   t h e   w h a l e s   g o  o u t  o v e r   f u r t h e r  o u t  

: h e r e .   W h a t  I f e e l  w o u l d   b e  good is t h a t  we d o  a s p r i n g   s t u d y ,  

somehow s t a r t  a s p r i n g   s t u d y  o u t  t h e r e   b e c a u s e  who  knows,   maybe 

: h o s e   w h a l e s  come u p  a l i t t l e  c loser  t h i s  way t h a n  j u s t  g o i n g  a l l  

. he   way  o u t  t h a t  way. 

-- . - - - . - . .  

We do our  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g   h e r e   a n d  I w o u l d  j u s t  l i k e  

o s a y   t h a t   K a k t o v i k  i s  u n i q u e   b e c a u s e  we a r e   s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e  

animals f r o m  a l l  s ides  a n d  I ' d  l i k e  t o  see t h e   K a k t o v i k   a r e a  n o t  be 

x p l o r e d  a t  t h i s  time a n d   f o r  a n u m b e r  o f   y e a r s   u n t i l  a l l  s t u d i e s  

r e  d o n e .  T h a n k   y o u .  

. .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k   y o u .  

( T R A N S L A T I O N  BY MS. WILSON)  

MR. BROCK: N e x t ?   I s a a c ?  
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MR. AKOOTCHOOK: Well, my name is  

I s a a c  A k o o t c h o o k ,  A-K-0-0-T-C-H-0-0-K. You o k a y ?  (LAUGHTER) I 

was b o r n   u p   h e r e   a n d   r a i s e d   h e r e   a n d  I know t h i s  p l a c e  q u i t e  a 

b i t .  (SPEAKS I N  INUPIAT) 

TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON: I was 

b o r n   a n d  r a i s e d  h e r e   i n   t h i s  a rea  a n d  we're o n l y  t a l k i n g   a b o u t  t h e  

b i g  g a m e   a n i m a l s  l i k e  w h a l e s   a n d   t h e  areas a n d   t h e   a n i m a l s   t h a t  

n e e d  t o  be s t u d i e d .  He s u p p o r t s   t h o s e   c o m m e n t s   a n d  a l s o  i n c l u d i n g  

K a k t o v i k ,   t h a t   h e ' s   i n   s u p p o r t  of t h a t .  

T h e   w h a l e s   t h a t  we're t a l k i n g   a b o u t ,  s e a l s  s h o u l d  b e  

i n c l u d e d   i n  all t h e   a n i m a l s .   S e a l s   a n d  bearded s e a l s  a n d   f i s h  a n d  

T h e   o n e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n  s t u d i e s  are t h e  s e a l  h o l e s ,  you  
.- - -  - - - - - - -  ... - .  

k n o w ,   t h e   b r e a t h i n g  holes  t h a t   t h e  s ea l s  h a v e .  I f  t h e  d r i l l   r i g  i s  

p u t   o n   t h a t ,   n o b o d y   k n o w s   w h e r e   t h e y ' r e  a t .  So, t h a t  i s  v e r y  

c r u c i a l   f o r   t h e   a n i m a l s .  

T h e   o n l y   w a y   t h a t  we know w h e r e   t h e   a n i m a l s  a re  is  when 

t h e y   s u r f a c e   o n   t h e  i ce .  T h e y ' r e   v i s i b l e .   T h a t ' s   t h e   o n l y  t i n e  
~~~ 

t h a t  w e  know. He m e n t i o n e d   t h a t   t h e r e  a r e  b r e a t h i n g   h o l e s  f o r  t h e  

s e a l s  t h a t  a r e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  i c e  i n   t h i s  a r e a .  

And t h e r e ' s  a f i s h   t r a v e l i n g   i n   t h e  waters.  T h e r e ' s  

m i g r a t i o n s   g o i n g   o n ,   b u t   t h e y   d o n ' t  know w h a t   k i n d  of f i s h  t h e r e  

a r e  m i g r a t i n g   d o w n   t h e r e  too.  So, s t u d i e s  n e e d  t o  be t h o r o u g h  i n  

t h i s .  With these c o m e n t s  h e  s a y s   h e   t h a n k s   y o u   f o r   g i v i n g  h i m  t h i s  
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o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c o m m e n t s .  

n e x t ?  

N i n g e o k .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k   y o u .  

MR. N I N G E O K :  My name is 

Who i s  

Jonas  

MR. BROCK: C a n   y o u  s p e l l  t h a t  f o r  

u s ?  

MR. NINGEOK: N-I-N-G-E-O-K. 
. .  

(SPEAKS I N  INUPIAT) 

TRANSLATION BY MS. WILSON: H i s  

name is J o n a s   N i n g e o k   a n d   h e  is  i n   s u p p o r t  of t h e   N o r t h  S lope  

B o r o u g h   c o m m e n t s   a n d  a l s o  t h e   o n l y   t h i n g   t h a t   h e   w a n t s  t o  s a y  is  

a b o u t   t h e   w h a l e s   a n d   w h e r e   t h e y   f e e d .  
- .  -- - .. 

He s a y s   t h a t   a b o u t  a q u a r t e r  mile o f f s h o r e   t h e y  come 
- -  --- . - _  - - -  . .  .- 

a r o u n d  t o  f e e d   a l o n g   t h e   s h a l l o w  waters. If t h e   s h i p s  a r e  a r o u n d ,  

t h e y   d o n ' t  come a r o u n d  a t  a l l ,  b u t   i f   t h e   s h i p s  a re  g o n e ,   t h e n   t h e y  

come b a c k .   T h e y  come b a c k  f o r  f e e d i n g s   a n d  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  

n o i s e   t h e y   d o n ' t  come a r o u n d  a t  a l l .  T h e y   s t a y   a w a y .  
__  - - -. . __ -. - - - - . . - 

And h e  m e n t i o n e d   t h a t   w h e n   t h e y  were o u t  c a m p i n g   t h e y  

c o u l d   e v e n   h e a r   t h e   w h a l e s   f e e d i n g   i n  t h e  s h a l l o w  waters  a n d   t h e r e  

a r e  l o t s  o f   t h e m   t h a t  come a r o u n d .  He s a i d  t h a t   h e   c o u l d   h e a r  t h i s  

a n d   t h i s  h a s  t o  be known, h e  s a y s .  

And sometimes, l o o k i n g   f o r   t h e   w h a l e s ,   t h e y   d o n ' t  see t h e m  

f o r  miles a n d  miles a n d   t h e n   l o o k i n g  ou t  f o r   w h a l e s   t h e y   e v e n t u a l l y  

see  some whales .  
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I f   t h e r e  is a d i s a s t e r   w i t h   t h e  o i l  d r i l l  o r  oil 

e x p l o r a t i o n   a n d   s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,   t h e n   t h e   w h a l e s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be 

damaged a l s o .  And h e   t h a n k s   y o u   f o r   h i s   c o m m e n t s .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k   y o u .  Who is  

n e x t ?   A n y b o d y  e l s e ?  

MR. BROWER: My name is A r c h i e  

Brower a n d  I ' m  c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   m i g r a t i o n - r o u t e   o f   t h e   w h a l e s   i n  

t h e   f a l l   t h a t  w e  h u n t .   I f   t h e r e ' s   a n y   e x p l o r a t i o n   g o i n g   o n  o u t  

t h e r e ,  i t  m i g h t   a f f e c t   t h e  rou te  of t h e   w h a l e s  l i k e  i t  d i d   b a c k  

a w h i l e   t h e r e .   T h e   w h a l e s   w o u l d   g o  q u i t e  a w a y s   f a r t h e r  o u t  t h a n  

u s u a l  w h e n   t h e y  were p u t t i n g   r a d i o s   o n  them o v e r  eas t  o f  our  ~ 

area.  T h e   w h a l e s   w o u l d  g o  q u i t e  a ways  o u t  a n d  sometimes we 'd  h a v e  

t o  g o   a b o u t   t w e n t y  miles o u t   b e f o r e  we e v e n   s p o t t e d  a w h a l e .  T h a t  

h a p p e n e d   t h i s  fall when we were w h a l i n g .  
- . . _-_ - 

MR. BROCK: D i d   y o u   f e e l   t h a t   t h e  

r e a s o n   t h e   w h a l e s  were o u t  was b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   t a g g i n g ?  

MR. BROWER: Yes. 

MR. BROCK: Is t h a t   w h a t   y o u  s a i d ?  

MR. BROWER: Yes. L i k e  I s a i d ,  

t h e y  were u s i n g  some k i n d   o f  b o a t s  o v e r   t h e r e  t o  p u t   t h e   r a d i o s   o n  

t h e   w h a l e s .   A f t e r  the t a g g i n g   s t o p p e d ,  we s t a r t e d   f i n d i n g  sone 

w h a l e s  c lo se  t o  s h o r e   o v e r   h e r e .  

T h a t ' s  my m a i n   c o n c e r n .   T h a n k   y o u .  

MR. BROCK: T h a n k   y o u .  

( T R A N S L A T I O N  BY MS. WILSON) 
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R-E-X-F-O-R-D. 

name is  Herman 

b u t  m o v e d   h e r e  

a r e a s  a n d   h e ' s  

MR. B R  
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OCK: Thank  you.  Anybody 

MR. REXFORD: Herman R e x f o r d ,  

(SPEAKS I N  INUPIAT) 

TRANSLATION BY MS.  WILSON: His 

Rexfo rd .  He s a i d  h e  was born  and  r a i s e d  i n  Barrow 

i n  October of 1941.  He h a s   h u n t e d   w h a l e s  i n  b o t h  

concerned abou t  t h e   f a l l   w h a l i n g .  
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time. It's a little  after 2 : O O  and  we  do  appreciate your coming 

and we do 

this time 

appreciate  your  comments. So thank you very  much  and  at 

the  hearing is closed. 

(OFF  THE  RECORD)  

* * * END OF P R O C E E D I N G S  * * * 
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